The Grady County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session, Tuesday, July 7, 2015 with Chairperson LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chairman Charles Norton, Commissioners Ray Prince, Thomas David and Elwyn Childs in attendance.  Also present were County Administrator Carlos Tobar, County Attorney Kevin Cauley and County Clerk Carrie Kines.  

Mrs. Copeland called the Regular meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and asked Mr. Childs to offer the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Mr. Childs made a motion to adopt the Agenda with Mr. David making the second.  The Board approved unanimously.
Mrs. Copeland called for Public Comments.  None were offered.

Mr. Todd Gainous, CEO, gave a detailed presentation on the Career College Academy formally known as Cairo High School.  Cairo High School is now a Charter School.  A $3 million dollar grant was awarded which is the centerpiece for building the new building.  Cairo is the first and only school in Georgia to completely convert their entire school to a college and career academy.  Being a Charter School waives the majority of state school laws (except health and safety laws).  The School is governed by a Board of eleven members - three appointed by Community, Mr. Gainous appoints one parent, Post-Secondary partners from colleges locally and then four teacher candidates.  The current Chair is Joyce Halstead.  Mr. Prince asked if the Charter School would still have to administer standardized test.  Mr. Gainous advised it is required to have assessments- they can waive how they teach but must teach standards and have standardized tests.
Mrs. Sharon Liggett from Archway presented the Board with Archway accomplishments and current activities.  She also requested funding for the next year.  Mr. Childs made a motion to approve the expenditure of $10,000.00 to Archway with Mr. Norton making the second.  The Board gave their unanimous approval to fund Archway in the amount of $10,000.00 for another year.

The Calendar of Events was reviewed and the following changes/additions were made.  The American Legion Post #544 meets at 7:00 p.m. instead of 6:30 p.m.  The Lake Authority will be meeting on July 16th at 8:00 a.m. instead of July 9th.  The Volunteer Fire Department will hold an Open House on Monday, July 27th to showcase the new Training Facility. 

Mr. David made a motion to approve the following Consent Items, with a few changes to the minutes, with Mr. Norton making the second.  The Board approved unanimously.   
· Approved June 9, 2015 Budget Workshop, June 16, 2015 Budget Workshop, June 16, 2015 Regular Meeting, June 18, Budget Workshop and June 30, 2015 Closed Session.

· Approved Laura Benz Legal Invoice in the amount of $5,461.75.

· Approved Engineering 303 Invoice in the amount of $27,896.26.

· Ratified Board’s Verbal Approval to expend $19,721.32 to Lowe’s for Barber Park Electrical Supplies.  The other bid was from Bainbridge Electric Supply in the amount of $21,363.96.

Mr. Tobar advised the Board on the following:


The trenching on field 1-4 at Barber Park will begin next week.

The Tax Commissioner’s Server has been installed.  Rumbles is programming the Routers and is testing for VOIP. 

He is currently working on Annual Reports for DCA and is pursuing the TIGER Grant.
Mr. David advised he was awaiting response from the State on whether Mrs. Linda Johnson could continue serving on the DFACS Board.

Mr. Prince asked if the Spraying had been completed at the Lake.  Mr. Binion advised the Lake Authority would be discussing at their July 16th meeting.  Mr. Prince also asked about the torch.  Mr. Norton advised it had been approved by the Legion and the monument would be cleaned first.  Miss Shelley Kines has placed the order for the new torch.
Mr. Childs asked the Board what can be done about cleaning up around the garbage sites.  Should we look at manned sites?  Are there any Grants for this?  Mr. Norton suggested work with the Sheriff on enforcement.

Mrs. Copeland questioned the Sales Ratio Study.  Mr. Tobar advised that he will ask the Tax Assessor and the Board of Assessors to answer questions for the Board.

Mrs. Copeland advised the Board that she had received calls and comments concerning the removal of Confederate Flag located at the monument on Veteran’s Square.  She asked if any of the Board had received calls.  No one had.  She commented that she would like the Board to consider this – but was not asking for a vote on the matter.  Mrs. Copeland stated “I’ve brought it to your attention – now I’m through with it”.

Mr. Prince made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Mr. Childs making the second.  The Board gave their unanimous approval to adjourn the meeting.
