Minutes of Public Hearing November 1, 2016
The Grady County Board of Commissioners met for a Public Hearing on Tuesday, November 1, 2016 with Chairman Charles Norton, Vice-Chairman Elwyn Childs, Commissioners Thomas David, LaFaye Copeland and Ray Prince in attendance. Also present were County Administrator Carlos Tobar, County Attorney Kevin Cauley, County Auditor Tom Carmichael and County Clerk Carrie Croy.  
Chairman Norton opened the Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. and asked Mr. David to offer the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mr. Prince made a motion to adopt the Agenda with Mr. David making the second.  The Board gave their unanimous approval. 

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to hear comments on the proposed Aquatic Center and VFD additions.  The meeting began by the Chairman inviting the public to view the posters and ask questions of the VFD Chief and Recreation Director.

Chairman Norton opened the floor for comments.  The following spoke:

1. Shirley Womble, 188 North, stated she didn’t care if a pool was built or not just to honor the referendum. Consider a second vote.                                                                                                           

2. Arleigh Fisher, North Broad Street – spoke in favor of the pool. Put the pool at Barber Park. Threatened future SPLOSTs.
3. Julian Lewis Brown, Upper Hawthorne Trail – spoke in favor of the pool. Personal story of how being member of pool team made him realize his abilities.
4. Maggie Crutchfield, Southshore Drive – spoke in favor of the pool. Stated how swim team is bigger than just a sport. County commission voted “no” in 2009; that was a big mistake. Advised commissioners they can be voted out of office if this SPLOST isn’t satisfied.
5. Jim Gerth, South Broad Street – spoke in favor of the pool. Stated that VFD changes impacting 637 structures isn’t the issue: How many PEOPLE are affected?
6. Cindy Johnson, Braswell Circle – spoke in favor of the pool. Influence on the life of a swimmer is lifelong. Economic impact is significant.
7. Tim Gurley, Sr., Culpepper Circle – spoke in favor of the pool. Think about the children and vote from the heart.
8. Tasha Herring, 6th Ave. SE – spoke against the pool stating there already was a pool in the County.
9. Nicole Holley, 17th Ave NE – spoke against the pool stating there already was a pool in the County but would love to see a splash pad for kids to play.
10. Rusty Powe, Ridge Road – encouraged the additional Fire Services.
11. John Monds, Old Thomasville Road – spoke against the Justice system on the recent termination of a school Board employee. He was asked by Chairman Norton to discuss only the business at hand. Mr. Monds acquiesced.
12. Peter Wright, Stephens Road-Pool was bad idea to begin with. Consider it again in maybe 2020.
13. Tonya Welch, Midway Road – spoke in favor of the pool. It’s important that the commission keep their word to the people.
14. Billy Poitevint, Stagecoach Road – spoke in favor of additional fire services but stated it would not lower the ISO for homeowners anywhere close to what the commissioners were claiming.
15. Becky Bracewell, Hwy 188 – spoke about wanting to do the best for the kids of Grady County. Urged those present to study the wording on the ballot.
16. Ann McCaughan-Can the pool be built for the estimated amount and is the money available?
17. John Brannon, Lake Jenna Drive – spoke in favor of the pool. Explained that one proponent of the pool has pledged to donate $50,000.
18. Tim Estes, Recreation Director, Sumter County Parks and Recreation – gave a comparison between pool costs and splash pads costs and the pros and cons of each.
19. Jerry Cox, Jr., Thomasville – spoke in favor of the pool. Stated that when originally presented, the pool was not just for the swim team. Also, the decision to build was not generational. Alluded that the lake can be funded, why not this project?
After no further comments, Chairman Norton thanked everyone for their participation and stated the Board would address at their next regular scheduled meeting.

Mrs. Copeland made a motion to adjourn with Mr. Prince making the second.  The Public Hearing was adjourned by unanimous vote.

