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July 15, 2025, Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Present for the meeting were commissioners, Ray Prince, Yancey Maxwell, Phillip Drew, Sam Kines. Staff 

Celeste Tyler, John White, Holly Murkerson, and County Attorney Gabe Ridley. Commissioner Copeland was 

absent from the meeting. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ray Prince at 6 p.m. The invocation was given by Mr. Drew, 

followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to approve the agenda. The motion was approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Michael Cook, 184 Carr St Calvary, GA 

Mr. Cook spoke about having a calendar for all the meetings of government entities. He stated it appears we 

are trying to hide things. Mr. Cook mentioned there was a Lake Authority meeting this morning that no one 

knew about. He mentioned some grant for wastewater treatment that the Lake Authority is looking at that no 

one on the commission is aware of such a grant. Let the citizens know when meetings change. 

Doug Taylor, 2490 Pecan Dr Cairo, GA 

Mr. Taylor invited the commissioners to an Open House at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 435 

Maxwell Dr Cairo, GA 39828 from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Saturday, July 26, 2025. This is an opportunity for the 

people to meet the commissioners. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Municipal SPLOST Request 

City of Whigham, Mayor Trey Gainous 

Mayor Gainous provided a presentation to the commissioners on why it would be beneficial to increase the City of 

Whigham’s share of the upcoming SPLOST to 3.8%. Mayor Gainous stated the projects that Whigham hopes to 

accomplish with the SPLOST funds would benefit the entire county. The commissioners stated they would consider the 

request. 

City of Cairo, City Manager Booker T. Gainor IV 

Mr. Gainor outlined the projects that the city of Cairo would undertake with 38.8% of the upcoming SPLOST. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

August 5, 2025, at 9:00 am – Next meeting for the Board of Commissioners. 

CONSENT ITEMS (ONE MOTION) 
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Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Maxwell to approve the minutes from the July 1, 2025 meeting and the plat for Lou 

Ann Carter. The motion was approved. 

FORMAL ACTIONS 

FA08-07-25;  Motion by Mr. Drew, second  by Mr. Maxwell to approve pay request #4 for HTS Construction for Long 

Branch Church Road in the amount of $82,309.69. The motion was approved. 

FA09-07-25;  Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to approve the bid from Taylor Waste for garbage disposal for 

the next three years. The motion was approved. 

NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Administrator Matters 

Mrs. Tyler stated she received a letter from the Halcyon Home in Thomasville requesting a letter of support for a CDBG 

Grant for a transition house. The board gave its approval for the letter of support. 

Mrs. Tyler stated there will be a meeting called Tuesday, July 22, 2025 at 9:00 am to approve the Resolution and 

Intergovernmental Agreement to place the question concerning a new SPLOST on the November ballot. 

Commissioner Matters 

Mr. Kines stated that the board went and toured the roads on June 5, 2025, and it is time to move forward on getting 

the road repairs started. He was informed that a person who was riding a bike was injured on one of the roads. 

Mr. Prince stated that the work is progressing on Long Branch Church Road. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Maxwell to enter executive session at 6:41 pm to discuss property. The motion was 

approved. 

Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to exit executive session at 7:13 pm. The motion was approved. 

FA10-07-25; Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to approve the purchase of property located at 17 1st Ave NE 

Cairo, GA. The motion was approved. 

REPORTS 

1. Attorney’s Report – None 

2. Tired Creek Lake 06-2025 

3. Permit Report 06-25 

4. Plat Activity Report 06-25 

5. Plats 06-25 

6. Animal Control 06-25 

7. Roads and Bridges 06-2025 

8. Extension Service 06-2025 
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ADJOURNMENT – Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to adjourn. The motion was approved. 

 
RESOLUTIONS/AGREEMENTS/AGENDA 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 
 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince, Chair               LaFaye Copeland, Vice-Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines      Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

 
www.gradycounty.ga 
  
Opportunity Awaits Grady County Board of Commissioners 
 Regular Board of Commissioners Meeting 
Tuesday, July 15, 2025, 6:00 PM 
  
 
I. Executive Duties  
 
 1. Call to Order - 6:00 PM 
 
 2. Invocation/Pledge 
 
 3. Adoption of Agenda 
 
 4. Public Comments 
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II. Presentations  
 
 1. Municipal SPLOST Request 
 
III. Upcoming Events  
 
 1. Board of Commissioners Meeting August 5, 2025 at 9:00 am. 
 
IV. Consent Items –(One motion) 
 
  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of the July 1, 2025 meeting 
 
  Approval of Lou Ann Carter Plat 
 
V. Formal Actions  
 
  FA08-07-25 Approve or Disapprove pay request #4 for HTS Construction for Long Branch Church 
Road 
 
  FA09-07-25  Approve or Disapprove the bid from Taylor Waste for Garbage site disposal. 
 
VI. New and Unfinished Business  
 
 1. Administrator Matters 
 
  a Halcyon Home 
 
  b SPLOST Called Meeting 07-22-25 at 9:00 am 
 
 2. Commissioner Matters 
 
VII. Executive Session  
 
 1. Discuss purchase of property 
 
 2. FA10-07-25  Approve or Disapprove the purchase of property located at 17 1st Ave NE Cairo, 
GA 
 
VIII. Reports  
 
 1. Attorney's Report 
 
 2. Tired Creek Lake 06-2025 
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 3. Permit Report 06-25 
 
 4. Plat Activity Report 06-25 
 
 5. Plats 06-25 
 
 6. Animal Control 06-25 
 
 7. Roads and Bridges 06-2025 
 
 8. Extension Service 06-2025 
 
IX. Adjournment  
 
 
 

ATTEST:  
_________________________  
Ray Prince, Chair 

______________________ 
 John White, County Clerk       ___________________________  

LaFaye Copeland, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________ 

          Phillip Drew, Commissioner 
 
          ____________________________ 
          Yancey Maxwell, Commissioner 

 
          _____________________________ 

Sam Kines, Commissioner 
 

 


