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***OFFICIAL*** 

 
March 2, 2026 

 
The Grady County Board of Elections and Registration (BOE&R) held their March monthly meeting at 5:30 
PM at the Grady County Courthouse located at 250 North Broad Street, Cairo, Ga 39828 with the following 
board members present:  
 

Renee Gee-Theophille, Chair  
Sam Carnline, Vice Chair 
Sandy Reagan, Secretary 
Kathy Mills, Board Member  
Bobby Gwaltney, Board Member  
 

Staff present:  
Jason Tate, Elections Supervisor 
Malinda Butler, Assistant Supervisor 
 
Guest present: 
Grady County Sheriff Earl Prince 
 
Chair Gee-Theophille called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm and opened with prayer. Chair Gee-Theophille 
thanked everyone for attending and asked that all cell phones be silenced. 
 
Chair Gee-Theophille requested the agenda be approved, Member Mills made a motion to approve, which was 
seconded by Member Gwaltney, and passed unanimously. Chair Gee-Theophille asked members to review 
February 2, 2026, meeting minutes. Vice Chair Carnline made a motion to approve, which was seconded by 
Member Gwaltney, and passed unanimously.  
 
Candidate qualifying began March 2nd and will run through March 6th 

• Several incumbents have qualified for their positions, including 2 Clerk of Court Candidates, 2 County 
Commissioners, and the State Solicitor 

• Two Board of Education seats (Districts 2 & 5) and one Judge position remain to be filled 
• Incumbent for BOE District 5, is not seeking re-election 

 
Approximately 20 out of 31 mailed notices to challenged voters were returned as undeliverable.  Issues 
identified include registrations at business addresses, vacant lots, or uninhabitable structures. 
 



 

                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
A hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, March 10th at 5:30 PM to review these cases.  The hearing process 
involves the board reviewing evidence for each challenged voter. Four of the thirteen individuals who have not 
responded are registered at residences, while the rest are registered at a business address.  Some voters have 
called the office to say they would update their information but have not yet done so. 
 
Sheriff Prince confirmed he will provide a deputy at all 9 polling precincts for the entire duration of Election 
Day. Deputies will also escort poll workers by transporting ballots to the Courthouse, eliminating the need for 
two poll workers to travel together. 
 
Supervisor Tate raised the need for a formal bomb threat response plan, noting a high number of threats at 
Georgia election sites in 2024. Deficiencies include no clear evacuation plan or assembly points, no building-
wide notification system (like an intercom), and the unsuitability of fire alarms for such a threat. The group also 
discussed accountability of personnel during an evacuation. 
 
The group discussed the need to recruit more poll workers, as the current workforce is aging.  Jason noted that 
younger people are ideal due to tech literacy but have been challenging to recruit.  Recruitment avenues 
suggested including reaching out to retired teachers, contacting schools for student volunteers, placing ads in 
the local newspaper and on Facebook, and presenting at a City Council meeting. 
 
Next meeting will be held April 6th at 5:30 PM.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:41 PM. Vice-Chair Carnline made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by 
Member Mills and passed unanimously. 
  
 
 
__________________________________                                                       _________________________________ 
Renee’ Gee-Theophille, Chair                                                                      Sam Carnline, Vice-Chair 
 
 
__________________________________                                                       _________________________________ 
Sandy Reagan, Secretary                                                                                Kathy Mills, Board Member 
 
 
 __________________________________ 
 Bobby Gwaltney, Board Member 
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