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August 18, 2026, Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Present at the meeting were commissioners, Ray Prince, Yancey Maxwell, Sam Kines, LaFaye Copeland and 

Phillip Drew. Staff were Celeste Tyler, John White, Holly Murkerson, and Attorney Gabe Ridley.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman LaFaye Copeland at 6:00 p.m. The Invocation was given by 

Mr. Kines, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Prince  to approve the agenda after amending the agenda to remove 

FA08-05-26. The motion was approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Rich Koon, 328 Cloverleaf Ln 

Mr. Koon spoke against solar farms in Grady County. 

Mike Moss, 935 Piney Grove Rd 

Mr. Moss stated it was ridiculous to allow people who do not live here to dictate what goes on here.  He 

suggested a 200-foot setback from the property line and 1000-foot setback from homes for Solar Farms. 

Gwyn McElreath, Pierce Chapel Rd 

Mrs. McElreath stated laws, zoning and ordinances can protect our property, homes and land. 

Tony Ward, 319 S Thomasville, GA 

Someone has built a racetrack on Blackberry Ridge, and it comes onto his property.  He stated racetracks 

should not be allowed. 

Morgan Kreitner, Silicon Ranch 

Ms. Kreitner stated Silicon Ranch has worked with many partners to ensure they care for the land.  Silicon 

Ranch would like to work with Grady County in developing this ordinance and would like the opportunity to 

answer any questions the commissioners have. 

Michael Cook, 184 Carr St 

Mr. Cook stated that the county needed to return to the ordinance prior to February, 2025.  None of the 

tracks approved under the new ordinance should be grandfathered in if they were approved under the current 

ordinance.  He also demanded that the commissioners provide full disclosure of who profited from the 

changing of the ordinance.  It is unclear what Mr. Cook was asking for from the full disclosure as EVERYTHING 

has been done in an open meeting. 

PRESENTATIONS 
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Tall Timbers, Ben Naselius 

Mr. Naselius presented a PowerPoint  presentation from Tall Timbers relating to Solar Farms and how Tall Timbers 

works with partners and developers to help preserve the land.  Mr. Naselius shared examples from several surrounding 

counties of ordinances they had enacted for Solar Farms.  At the end of the presentation, Mr. Ridley, Mrs. Tyler, and Mr. 

Prince asked several questions concerning  Mr. Naselius’ presentation.  A copy of Mr. Naselius’ Power Point will be 

attached to these minutes. 

Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff Earl Prince 

Sheriff Prince recognized and presented a Lifesaving Award to Deputy Colby Kreznar.  Deputy Kreznar responded to a 

head on collision on August 6, 2026.  Upon arrival, he started CPR on a one-year-old infant and continued CPR until EMS 

arrived.  Sheriff Prince commended the job that Deputy Kreznar for the performance of his job and his character.  The 

entire room gave Deputy Kreznar a standing ovation. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Land Use Regulation Ordinance Hearing, August 20, 2026 at 7:00 PM. 

2. Board of Commissioners Meeting Tuesday, September 1, 2026, at 9:00 AM. 

CONSENT ITEMS (ONE MOTION) 

Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Prince to approve: 

The regular meeting minutes from August 4, 2026 Regular Meeting, Executive Session Meeting Minutes from August 4, 

2026, Called Meeting Minutes from August 6, 2026, and the Public Works/Public Properties Committee Meeting 

Minutes from August 12, 2026. 

Approval of the Barrett Plat. 

Approval of the Crosby Plat. 

The motion was approved. 

FORMAL ACTIONS 

FA08-06-26  Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Maxwell to approve the Tree Act Resolution. The motion was 

approved. 

NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Administrator Matters 

Mrs. Tyler advised the board that the E911 radio towers will need to be updated.  One tower is in Grady County, and one 

tower is in Decatur County.  The price for the work is just under $1,000,000.  They will be working with Decatur County 

to decide on financing terms with Motorola. 
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Mrs. Tyler stated that a bid opening was held this afternoon for the LRE project and to expect to accept the bid at the 

9/1/26 meeting. 

Commissioner Matters 

Mr. Kines stated he received a call from Mr. Tony Ward concerning a motocross track and he had to go to the area twice 

to find the track.  The track was a very small route with a few jumps dug by hand.  It is used by a 15-year-old on an E-

Bike.  Mr. Kines stated he called Code Enforcement and was told that the track was on the property for Mr. Ward’s 

neighbor according to the plats. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Mr. Maxwell, second by Mr. Kines to enter Executive Session to discuss litigation at 7:14 pm. The motion was 

approved.  

Motion by Mr. Maxwell, second by Mr. Kines to exit Executive Session at 8:15 pm. No action was taken after the 

Executive Session. 

REPORTS 

1. Attorney's Report – None 

2. Animal Control 07-26 

3. Permits 07-26 

4. Plat Activity Report 07-26 

5. Plats 07-26 

6. Tired Creek Lake 07-26 

7. Extension Service 07-26 

8. Roads and Bridges 07-26 

IX. Adjournment   Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Maxwell to adjourn. The motion was approved. 

RESOLUTIONS AND AGENDAS 

I. Executive Duties  
 1. Call to Order - 6:00 PM 
 2. Invocation/Pledge 
 3. Adoption of Agenda 
 4. Public Comments 
II. Presentations  
 1. Tall Timbers - Solar Panel Ordinance, Ben Naselius 
 2. Life Saving Award - Colby Kreznar, Grady County Sheriff Office 
III. Upcoming Events  
 1. Land Use Regulation Ordinance Hearing, August 20, 2026 at 7:00 PM 
 2. Board of Commissioners Meeting, Tuesday, September 1, 2026 at 9:00 AM. 
IV. Consent Items –(One motion) 
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  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes from August 4, 2026, Executive Session Meeting Minutes 
from August 4, 2026, Called Meeting Minutes from August 6, 2026, and Public Works/Public Properties 
Committee Meeting Minutes from August 12, 2026. 
  Approve the Barrett Plat 
  Approve the Crosby Plat 
V. Formal Actions  
  FA08-05-26  Approve or Disapprove the Controller upgrades for the console at the Detention 
Center. 
  FA08-06-26  Approve or Disapprove the Tree Act Resolution. 
VI. New and Unfinished Business  
 1. Administrator Matters 
 2. Commissioner Matters 
VII. Executive Session  
VIII. Reports  
 1. Attorney's Report 
 2. Animal Control 07-26 
 3. Permits 07-26 
 4. Plat Activity Report 07-26 
 5. Plats 07-26 
 6. Tired Creek Lake 07-26 
 7. Extension Service 07-26 
 8. Roads and Bridges 07-26 
IX. Adjournment  
 
 
 

ATTEST:  
_________________________  
LaFaye Copeland, Chair 

______________________ 
 John White, County Clerk       ___________________________  

Sam Kines, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________ 

          Phillip Drew, Commissioner 
 
          ____________________________ 
          Yancey Maxwell, Commissioner 

 
          _____________________________ 

Ray Prince, Commissioner 
 

 


