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August 20, 2026, Public Hearing Meeting Minutes

Present at the meeting were commissioners, LaFaye Copeland, Ray Prince, Yancey Maxwell, Sam Kines, and
Phillip Drew. Staff were Celeste Tyler, and John White.

The meeting was called to order by Chair LaFaye Copeland at 7:00 p.m. The Invocation was given by Mr.
White, followed by the pledge of allegiance.

PRESENTATIONS

Mrs. Tyler welcomed the citizens to the Public Hearing on Amending the Regulations for Specific Land Uses of
Grady County, Georgia, to amend the definition of the term “Racetrack.” To establish the effective date of this
ordinance, and to repeal all ordinances or parts of the ordinances in conflict herewith.

Mrs. Copeland reviewed the rules for the Public Hearing.

Tonya Welch, 306 Berls Ln, Ms. Welch is for the ordinance as presented.
Michael Cook, 184 Carr St, Mr. Cook is for the ordinance as presented.

Mike Bishop, 1679 Woodridge PIl, Mr. Bishop is for the ordinance.

Kathy Steedley, 292 Hudson Rd, Ms. Steedley is for the ordinance.

Rich Koon, 328 Cloverleaf Ln, Mr. Koon is for the ordinance.

Lynn Joiner, 740 Knight Rd, Ms. Joiner is for the ordinance.

Tom Reid, 2800 Meridian Rd, Mr. Reid is for the ordinance.

Zack Kendrick, 890 Old Thomasville Rd, Mr. Kendrick is against the ordinance.
Richard McFatter, 143 Orchard Circle, Mr. McFatter is against the ordinance.
Gloria Jones, 2355 US 319 S, Ms. Jones is for the ordinance.

Cary Bishop, Evergreen Ln, Mr. Bishop is for the ordinance.

Buddy West, Aldridge Rd, Mr. West did not finish his statement, and it is unsure whether he is for or against
the ordinance.

Tony Ward, 2353 US 319 S, Mr. Ward is for the ordinance.
Brandon Joiner, 707 Knight Rd, Mr. Joiner is for the ordinance.

Glenn Barrett, 891 Bold Springs Rd, Mr. Barrett is against the ordinance.

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney, John White, HR Director/County Clerk, Holly D Murkerson, Finance Director
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Brian Deegan, 1821 Lower Hawthorne Trail, Mr. Deegan is against the ordinance.

Ted Collins, 693 Old 179 S, Mr. Collins is against the ordinance.

Ryan Sipes, 2939 Pine Park Rd, Mr. Sipes is against the ordinance.

Gwyn McElreath, Pierce Chapel Rd, Ms. McElreath is for the ordinance.

IX. Adjournment Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Drew to adjourn. The motion was approved.
RESOLUTIONS AND AGENDAS

I Executive Duties
1. Call to Order - 7:00 PM

2. Invocation/Pledge
Il Presentations
1. Public Hearing on amending the regulations for Specific Land Uses of Grady County, Georgia, to

amend the definition of the term "Racetrack". To establish the effective date of this ordinance, and to repeal
all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith.
Il Adjournment

ATTEST:

LaFaye Copeland, Chair

John White, County Clerk

Sam Kines, Vice Chair

Phillip Drew, Commissioner

Yancey Maxwell, Commissioner

Ray Prince, Commissioner

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney, John White, HR Director/County Clerk, Holly D Murkerson, Finance Director
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