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August 4, 2026, Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

Present at the meeting were commissioners, Ray Prince, Yancey Maxwell, Sam Kines, LaFaye Copeland and 

Phillip Drew. Staff were Celeste Tyler, John White, Holly Murkerson, Attorney Gabe Ridley, Stanley Elkins, and 

Richard Phillips.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairwoman LaFaye Copeland at 9:00 a.m. The Invocation was given by 

Mr. Maxwell, followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Drew to approve the agenda. The motion was approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Bishop, 1679 Woodridge Place 

Motocross needs to be resolved. Return to the ordinance prior to February 2025. 

Mickey Halstead, 2367 Pierce Chapel Rd 

Wants the county to start the process to exempt citizens over the age of 65 from school property taxes. 

Michael Cook, 184 Carr St 

Meeting by the sheriff and Commissioner Kines in Reno was a good meeting. Go back to the ordinance prior to 

February 2025. These meetings need to be online. 

Ben Naselius, 13093 Henry Beadel Dr, Tall Timbers 

Mr. Naselius stated he would welcome the opportunity to collaborate with the commissioners to develop an 

ordinance for Solar Farms. 

Morgan Kreitner, 2332 Fernwood Dr, Silicon Ranch 

Mrs. Kreitner stated the ordinance in place already for Grady County is comprehensive and sufficient to 

protect the land. Silicon Ranch is looking forward to a meaningful and full relationship in the future. 

PRESENTATIONS 

None 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1. Public Works/Public Properties Committee Meeting, Wednesday, August 12, 2026, at 9:30 am. 

2. Board of Commissioners Meeting Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 6:00 pm. 

CONSENT ITEMS (ONE MOTION) 
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Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Maxwell to approve: 

The regular meeting minutes from July 21, 2026 Regular Meeting, and the July 21, 2026, Executive Session Meeting 

minutes. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Maxwell to enter Executive Session to discuss property and personnel at 9:19 am. 

The motion was approved.  

Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to exit Executive Session at 10:23 am. No action was taken after the Executive 

Session. 

FORMAL ACTIONS 

FA08-01-26  Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Prince to approve the recommendation of the Lake Authority to 

appoint Kathy Mills to replace Jennifer Jarvis with the Lake Authority. The motion was approved. 

FA07-06-26  Motion by Mr. Kines, second by Mr. Drew to approve the purchase of a truck for Richard Phillips from 

Hobson for $49,964.00. The motion was approved. 

NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Administrator Matters 

Mrs. Tyler stated that the LRA Project bid opening will be held on August 18, 2026.  

Mrs. Tyler asked Mr. Elkins to provide an update on the 2026 Resurfacing and Patching Project. Mr. Elkins stated that 

David Taylor Construction has run into issues on Mayfield Road which has slowed them down. While digging out soil 

from the roadbed, they hit a spring and they now having to bring in different materials to manage the water.. 

Mrs. Tyler stated she was looking forward to attending the 4-H banquet tonight. 

Commissioner Matters 

Mr. Maxwell asked if we knew when the contractor would start on the LMIG project. Reames are projected to start in 

September. 

Mr. Kines stated the meeting the Sheriff had in Reno was a good event. Mr. Kines asked that we look at moving one of 

our meetings to a later time so farmers could attend. Mr. Kines also asked Mr. Elkins to start addressing low hanging 

limbs over county roads. Mr. Elkins stated he would. 

FA08-02-26  Motion by Mr. Prince, second by Mr. Drew to have attorney Ridley draw up an ordinance restoring the Land 

Use Ordinance to the way it was prior to February 2025 and to hold a Public Hearing on the matter on Thursday, August 

20, 2026, at 7:00 pm. The motion was approved. 

The commissioners decided to hold a called meeting on Thursday, August 6, 2026 

REPORTS 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince                       LaFaye Copeland, Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines, Vice-Chair            Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

1. Attorney's Report – None 

IX. Adjournment   Motion by Mr. Drew, second by Mr. Kines to adjourn. The motion was approved. 

RESOLUTIONS AND AGENDAS 

I. Executive Duties  
 1. Call to Order - 9:00 AM 
 2. Invocation/Pledge 
 3. Adoption of Agenda 
 4. Public Comments 
II. Presentations  
III. Upcoming Events  
 1. Public Works/Public Properties Committee Meeting, Wednesday, August 12, 2026, at 9:30 am. 
 2. Board of Commissioners Meeting Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 6:00 pm. 
IV. Consent Items –(One motion) 
  Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes from July 21, 2026, meeting and the July 21, 2026, 
Executive Session meeting minutes 
 V. Executive Session 
VI. Formal Actions  
  FA08-01-26  Approve or Disapprove the recommendation of the Lake Authority to replace 
Jennifer Jarvis on the Lake Authority. 
  FA07-06-26  Approve or Disapprove the purchase of a truck for Richard Phillips (Tabled from the 
7/21/26 meeting) 
VII. New and Unfinished Business  
 1. Administrator Matters 
 2. Commissioner Matters 
VIII. Reports  
 1. Attorney's Report 
IX. Adjournment  
 
 

ATTEST:  
_________________________  
LaFaye Copeland, Chair 

______________________ 
 John White, County Clerk       ___________________________  

Sam Kines, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________ 

          Phillip Drew, Commissioner 
 
          ____________________________ 
          Yancey Maxwell, Commissioner 

 



 
Opportunity Awaits 

 

Grady County Board of Commissioners 

Ray Prince                       LaFaye Copeland, Chair         Yancey Maxwell 
District 2      District 4                 District 1 

Sam Kines, Vice-Chair            Celeste Tyler     Phillip Drew 

District 3              County Administrator              District 5 

 

Gabe Ridley, County Attorney,  John White, HR Director/County Clerk,   Holly D Murkerson,  Finance Director 

33 17th Ave NW • CAIRO, GEORGIA 39827 • P: 229.377.1512  •  F: 229.377.1039 

 

          _____________________________ 
Ray Prince, Commissioner 

 

 


